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Around 150 years ago, there were 4000–5000 brown bears in Scandinavia, roughly 3000 of them in Norway.
Bears were ruthlessly hunted in both Norway and Sweden in the early 20th century, and almost exterminated.
Today, the stronghold of bears in Norway is along the border with Sweden, Finland and Russia.

Brown bear photographed in the wild in an area of forest and bog on the border between Finland and Russia. Photo Bård Bredesen, Naturarkivet.no

http://www.environment.no/topics/biodiversity/species-in-norway/large-carnivores/brown-bear/
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Characteristic bear track along the edge of a river. Photo: Bård Bredesen, Naturarkivet.no
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Characteristic bear track along the edge of a river. Photo: Bård Bredesen, Naturarkivet.no

Analyses of bear scat show that bears eat large quantities of berries in the autumn. Monitoring the bear population is a difficult task, but DNA
analysis of scat and hair samples enables researchers to identify individual bears and determine their sex.. With information on the size of the
home range used by female bears and the age structure of the bear population, it is possible to estimate the number of family groups. Photo: Bård
Bredesen, Naturarkivet.no

There are small numbers of bears in Hedmark, NordTrøndelag and SørTrøndelag counties and in the Pasvik area of Finnmark as a result of
dispersal from the relatively large populations in Sweden, Finland and Russia. Photo: Bård Bredesen, Naturarkivet.no

STATE

Population target not achieved
Norway’s national target is for 13 bear litters to be born each year in Norway. It is estimated that in 2017, only seven litters were
born.
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It is difficult to register bear cubs in the field, because females with cubs do not leave the winter den until late in spring, often after
the spring thaw. This means that they cannot be registered by tracking them in the snow. In addition, it is often difficult to

STATE

Population target not achieved
Norway’s national target is for 13 bear litters to be born each year in Norway. It is estimated that in 2017, only seven litters were
born.
It is difficult to register bear cubs in the field, because females with cubs do not leave the winter den until late in spring, often after
the spring thaw. This means that they cannot be registered by tracking them in the snow. In addition, it is often difficult to
determine whether cubs were born in the current year or the year before, since they may not be very different in size. DNA analysis
of bear scat and hair samples is therefore used to estimate the number of litters.

Bear count in Norway in 2017: 125 animals
It has proved to be difficult to obtain reliable figures for the number of bears in Norway. They spend most of the winter in
hibernation, so that tracking them in the snow is not a suitable way of registering numbers.
In 2006, collection of bear scat for DNA analysis was started in a project involving moose hunters and the Norwegian Nature
Inspectorate. From 2009, scat and hair samples have been collected every year from all parts of Norway.
In 2017, DNA analysis showed that there were at least 125 bears in Norway, 55 females and 70 males. These are minimum figures,
since we cannot assume that every single animal was registered. However, systematic sampling repeated over several years gives a
very good picture of the Norwegian bear population.

Two bear populations
The bears living in Norway today are considered to belong to two different populations. Bears in Finnmark belong to the NorwegianFinnish-Russian population, while those in other parts of the country belong to a joint Scandinavian population.
Most bears are found in a zone along the border with Sweden, Finland and Russia, but young male bears roam very widely and may
turn up almost anywhere in mainland Norway.

PRESSURE

Hunting nearly exterminated bears in Norway
Between 1850 and 1860, 200–300 bears were shot every year in Norway. They were relentlessly hunted in both Norway and
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Sweden, and were almost extinct in most of the region by the early part of the 20th century. A bounty system was maintained in
Norway until 1932.
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PRESSURE

Hunting nearly exterminated bears in Norway
Between 1850 and 1860, 200–300 bears were shot every year in Norway. They were relentlessly hunted in both Norway and
Sweden, and were almost extinct in most of the region by the early part of the 20th century. A bounty system was maintained in
Norway until 1932.
Today, the population is regulated by culling by licensed hunters. This is done to reduce livestock damage. When a cull is authorised,
the bear quota is set at a level designed to maintain a viable population. The authorities may also authorise culling of a specific
problem bear to prevent damage to livestock or domestic reindeer.

RESPONSE

Reducing conflict, population regulation and monitoring
In 1932, Norway introduced legal protection for hibernating bears, and in 1973, this was extended to give year-round protection.

International agreements that apply to the brown bear
The Bern Convention on the Conservation of European Wildlife and Natural Habitats applies to the brown bear. The species is
included in Appendix II, which lists strictly protected animal species. It is also included in Appendix II of the Convention on
International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora (CITES). This Appendix lists species in which trade may be
permitted but must be strictly regulated.
Read more about the Bern Convention
Read more about the CITES Convention

Reducing bear-human conflicts
Norway’s policy is to ensure that bear populations are viable and that active and allround use of resources in uncultivated areas can
be maintained, including grazing by livestock and domestic reindeer.
This means that in some areas, we are trying to maintain a bear population and at the same time safeguard livestock and/or
domestic reindeer. Measures to prevent or reduce bear-human conflicts are very important. These may include suitable fencing,
bringing livestock in from rough grazing earlier than normal, using dogs to guard livestock, or keeping livestock in enclosures at night.
In addition, problem bears can be culled in acute situations.
The map shows designated management areas for brown bear in Norway. You can zoom in or out to explore further.

Culling
In areas where it has been decided that breeding bears are unwanted, culling is the most important means of regulating the
population. In these cases, culling of a quota of bears is permitted.
In addition, it is easier to obtain permission to cull problem bears that take sheep or domestic reindeer in these areas than in the
designated management areas for bears.

Monitoring the bear population
Collection of bear scat and hair samples for DNA analysis is the most important method of monitoring the bear population. This is
part of the national monitoring programme for predators. The monitoring programme provides detailed information about the
geographical distribution and size of the bear population.
DNA analysis of the samples makes it possible to determine the sex and identity of the bear in each case. This information, together
with knowledge of the size of the home range normally used by female bears and the age structure of the bear population, is used to
estimate the number of litters born in Norway each year.
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